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Drake had effectually scotched invasion in 1587. And so the
heavy financial burden of delay fell on Philip, while Elizabeth
prudently kept the greater part of her fleet, immobilized, in dock.

There was a prophecy, long rife among Englishmen, that
1588 was to be a year of wonders. It proved to be the year of the
Invincible Armada. Philip's preparations were still going on,
confusedly, when in February he suffered an irreparable blow
through the death of his able., if aged Admiral. 'God', was his
resigned comment,, chad shown him a favour by removing the
Marquis now rather than when the Armada was out at sea'; and
he appointed a new commander. The moment was an extra-
ordinarily favourable one for Drake to have repeated his ex-
tploit of the previous year, with quite ruinous effect. But Eliza-
beth was just then sending her peace commissioners to negotiate
with Parma, and military considerations^ probably quite pro-
perly when all the circumstances are considered, were sacrificed
to political. The war-party was furious. cSir,' wrote the Ad-
miral, Lord Howard of Effingham, to Walsingham, 'there was
never, since England was England, such a stratagem and mask
made to deceive England withal as this is of the treaty of peace,
I pray God,' he went on, alluding to Burghley, 'that we do not
curse for this a long grey beard with a white head*.

As the day for sailing drew near, Spain gave itself up to
prayer, the King being on his knees before the Sacrament two
" or three hours every day. In the middle of May the Armada got
away. The country was cfull of processions, austerities, fasting
and devotion?; day and night Philip passed in prayer, miserable
from gout in his hand. Then came the first news: the fleet had
been scattered by a storm and damaged, and was reassembling
in Corunna,

In England, meanwhile, all had been activity; impounding
Catholics - the gentry in private houses, others in prisons -
mustering, training, and arming the people to resist a landing,
mobilizing the fleet, and ordering the several ports, subject to
the burden known as ship-money, to supply additional vessels.
Drake was vice-admiral to Lord Howard, Hawkins and Fro-
bisher had commands; and, as Howard proved to be supple-